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Survey for Public Consultation



Part 2 – General awareness and views on the environmental impacts of agro-industrial activities

This section asks about your general awareness of industrial emissions policy and to gather general views on revising the Industrial Emissions Directive (IED) and European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (E-PRTR) Regulation. In each question, please select the answer which best represents your views.

Please note that you can choose to respond to this section - Part 2 – and then choose not to answer the following section (Part 3). NB Also, in either Part 2 or Part 3 – you do not need to answer all of the questions.

1. How important are the impacts of large industrial plants and intensive agricultural installations on the following environmental issues?

	
	
Very Important
	
Important
	Neither important nor unimportant
	
Not so important
	
Hardly important
	I
don't know

	Air pollution
	
X
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	Soil pollution (contaminated land)
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X
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	Pollution of rivers, lakes and ground water
	
X
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	Marine pollution
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X
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	Emissions of greenhouse gases
	
X
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	Depletion of natural resources
	
X
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	Perturbing natural habitats and ecosystems
	
X
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	Odour pollution
	

	
X
	
[image: ]
	
[image: ]
	
[image: ]
	
[image: ]

	Noise pollution
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X
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	Other types of pollution or impacts
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X




If other please specify
300 character(s) maximum


2. Today, what is the contribution of large (agro)industrial plants to the following techno-economic and environmental objectives ? :
	
	
Very important
	
Important
	Neither important nor unimportant
	
Not so important
	
Hardly important
	I
don't know

	Achieving a climate- neutral economy
	
X
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	Promoting green growth
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X
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	Achieving a Circular Economy in the EU
	
X
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	Other
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X



If other issues, please specify
300 character(s) maximum



3. Post-2030, how important should the role be of large (agro)industrial plants for the following techno-economic and environmental objectives ? :

	
	
Very important
	
Important
	Neither important nor unimportant
	
Not so important
	
Hardly important
	I
don't know

	Achieving a climate- neutral economy
	
X
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	Promoting green growth
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X
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	Achieving a Circular Economy in the EU
	
X

	
[image: ]
	
[image: ]
	
[image: ]
	
[image: ]
	
[image: ]

	Minimising pollution of soils, water and air in the EU
	
X

	
[image: ]
	
[image: ]
	
[image: ]
	
[image: ]
	
[image: ]

	Minimising industry’s emissions of greenhouse gases
	
X
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	Minimising agriculture- related emissions of greenhouse gases
	
X
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	Minimising effects on nearby natural habitats and ecosystems
	
X
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	Minimising noise pollution
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X
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	Minimising odour pollution
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X
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	Facilitating other changes
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X




If other changes, please specify them
300 character(s) maximum
4. In the place where you mostly live, work or study, are there:
	
	Please tick one

	No large (agro)industrial activities (if so, you may wish to skip Questions 5, 6 & 7)
	
[image: ]

	Relatively few large (agro)industrial activities?
	
[image: ]

	Some large (agro)industrial activities
	
[image: ]

	Medium levels of large (agro)industrial activities
	
[image: ]

	High levels of large (agro)industrial activities
	
X


	I do not know
	
[image: ]




5. With regard to available information on the level of environmental impacts of large (agro)industrial plants in your places of interest (place where you live, work or study), do you agree that:
	
	
Strongly agree
	
Moderately agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	
Moderately disagree
	
Strongly disagree
	I
don't know

	You have access to sufficient information on the types of environmental impacts of large (agro)industrial plants ?
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X
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	You have access to sufficient information on the level of environmental impacts of large (agro)industrial plants ?
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X
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Optional: You can provide reasons for the above answer
Information about diffuse emissions from agro-chemical activities is poor, compared to that from LCP’s and other industries



6. With regard to the granting, revision or enforcement of operating permits for large (agro)industrial plants in your places of interest (place where you live, work or study), how important is the principle that the public can find the information on the following questions… :

	
	
Very important
	
Important
	Neither important nor   unimportant
	
Not so important
	
Hardly important
	I
don’ t   know

	Which authority is responsible for granting and enforcing permits for the operation of large (agro)industrial plants?
	

X
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	How can I participate in the granting or revision of permitting decisions for large (agro)industrial plants?
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X
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	How can I appeal against the granting of such permits, or appeal for them to be revised?
	

X
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Optional: You can provide reasons for the above answer
300 character(s) maximum

7. For your places of interest (where you live, work or study), can you find information on the following? :
	
	
Yes
	
No
	I
don’ t   know

	New or recent environmental permit applications to operate large (agro)industrial plants
	
X
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	Environmental permits that have already been granted to operate large (agro) industrial plants
	
[image: ]
	
X
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	Compliance details for operators of large (agro)industrial plants with their environmental permit conditions
	X
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	Emissions monitoring data related to large (agro)industrial plants
	X
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	Reporting information on environmental management performance of large (agro) industrial plants (e.g. resource consumption, energy use, greenhouse gas emissions, other)
	X
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	Information on best available techniques (BAT) for industry sectors / farming installations
	X
	
[image: ]
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	Administrative and judicial review procedures and decisions related to the operation of large (agro)industrial plants
	X
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On behalf of the DG Environment IED Team, thank you very much for your time and your contribution!

NB PLEASE FEEL FREE TO STOP HERE, OR TO CONTINUE TO PART 3 (DETAILED QUESTIONS,
requiring some specialised knowledge)

If you have any questions, please contact the European Commission at this dedicated email address: ENV- IED-REVISION@ec.europa.eu

Part 3 – Detailed questions on revision of the IED and the E-PRTR
Part 3 seeks to gather more detailed views on revising the IED provisions and the E-PRTR. Please select the answer which best represents your views.

Please note that you can choose to respond to Part 3 only. Not all questions need to be answered.
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8. Do you agree with the following statement, with regard to each environmental issue outlined below? “The existing Industrial Emissions Directive, supplemented by horizontal legislation (e.g., Framework Directives on Waste and Water, Emissions Trading System, etc) and guidance on operating large (agro)industrial plants, sufficiently controls environmental impacts from these installations regarding…” :

	
	
Strongly agree
	
Moderately agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	
Moderately disagree
	
Strongly disagree
	I
don't know

	Air quality
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	X
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	Fresh water quality
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	X
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	Marine water quality
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	X
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	Efficient water use in processes
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	X
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	Efficient energy use in processes
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	X
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	Emissions of greenhouse gases
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	X
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	Consumption of raw materials
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	X
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	Soil contamination
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[image: ]
	
[image: ]
	
[image: ]

	Generation of waste
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	Habitats and ecosystems, especially close to installations
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	X
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	Fostering Circular Economy approaches
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	Noise emissions
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	X
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	Odour emissions
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	X
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	Other issues
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If other issues, please specify them
Remark: Emissions of Greenhouse Gases are covered by ETS and should not be mixed with IED and/or E-PRTR




9. For existing sectors covered by IED BREFs, to what extent do you agree that the following activities carried out at large (agro)industrial plants still have a significant negative impact on the environment and on human health?
	
	
Strongly agree
	
Moderately agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	
Moderately disagree
	
Strongly disagree
	I
don't know

	Energy – large combustion plants
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X
	
[image: ]
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	Energy – oil refining, gasification and liquefaction, coke ovens
	
X
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	Metals production / processing - iron and steel, and other ferrous
	X
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	Metals production / processing - non-ferrous
	X
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	Mineral industry - cement, lime, magnesium oxide
	X
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	Mineral industry – glass, glass fibre, ceramics
	X
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	Production of chemicals
	X
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	Hazardous waste management
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	X
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	Non-hazardous waste management
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	X
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	Waste incineration
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	X
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	Independent industrial wastewater treatment plants
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	X
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	Production of pulp and paper
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	X
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	Slaughterhouses & animal by-products
	
X
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	Ceramics industry
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X
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	Textiles manufacturing
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X
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	Food and drink production
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X
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	Intensive rearing of poultry or pigs
	
X
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Do you think that the threshold for consideration under the IED should be reduced or modified for any of the above sectors? If so, to what level(s)? (500 character maximum limit)
500 character(s) maximum

10. Looking at possible NEW sectors to be covered by the IED and the associated BREFs process, to what extent do you agree that the following additional activities need to be addressed by the IED in order to significantly reduce significant negative impacts on the environment and on human health?
	
	
Strongly agree
	
Moderately agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	
Moderately disagree
	
Strongly disagree
	I
don't know

	Energy industries – medium combustion plants (i.e. under the IED, rather than via the existing Medium Combustion Plant Directive)
	X
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	Intensive rearing of cattle
	X
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	Intensive aquaculture (fish or shellfish farming)
	X
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	Mining industries
	X
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	Urban waste water treatment plants
	X
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	Energy – oil and gas extraction activities
	X
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	Landfills - management
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	X
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	Storage of Hazardous Substances
	
[image: ]
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	Other activities
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X


If other activities, please specify which
300 character(s) maximum
11. To what extent do you think that the functioning of these current IED procedures needs to be improved in the future to optimise them?
	
	
No changes needed
	
Minor changes needed
	
Some changes needed
	
Many changes needed
	System requires a     complete overhaul
	
I
don't know

	Environmental permitting procedure to operate an (agro)industrial plant
	
X
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	Site inspections to ensure compliance with environmental permit conditions to operate an (agro)industrial plant
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X
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	Reporting of emissions monitoring data related to compliance with environmental permit conditions to operate the (agro)industrial plant
	

X
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	Ease of obtaining information on what are considered to be best available techniques (BAT)
	X
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	Administrative and judicial review procedures related to the operation of large (agro) industrial plants
	X
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[image: ]
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Other issues - please specify which
300 character(s) maximum

12. How would you rate the functioning of the following aspects regarding the public’ s access to information in relation to agro-industrial activities and their impacts on the environment and on human health?
	
	
Very easily available
	
Available moderately easily
	Neither easily available nor difficult
to access
	
Moderately difficult to access
	
Very difficult to  access
	
I
don't know

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Information on IED permits already granted
	X
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	Information submitted by operators/ potential operators to competent authorities prior to IED permits being granted
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	X
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	Information on the compliance of plants with IED permit conditions
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	X
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	Emissions monitoring data from agro-industrial plants covered by the IED
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	X
	
[image: ]
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[image: ]
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	Information on best available techniques (BAT)
	
X
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	Application of BAT at the individual (agro) industrial plants
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X
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	Other public information areas related to plant covered by the IED
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X

	Information on the environmental performance of large (agro)industrial plants
	
X
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[image: ]



If other public information areas, please specify which
300 character(s) maximum

13. To what extent do you think that enabling greater public participation in decision making in these current IED procedures needs to be improved in the future to optimise them, related to (agro)industrial activities and their impacts on the environment?
	
	
No changes needed
	
Minor changes needed
	
Some changes needed
	
Many changes needed
	System requires a     complete overhaul
	
I
don't know

	IED permit applications
	
X
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	BAT-AEL derogation on the grounds of geographical location, local environmental conditions or installation’s technical characteristics – Article 15(4) of the IED
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X
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	Other
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X



If other areas of public participation in IED decision making should be improved , please specify which
300 character(s) maximum
How would you rate the information provided in the E-PRTR regarding the environmental performance of large (agro)industrial plants?
	
	
Very complete
	
Moderately complete
	Neither complete nor incomplete
	
Moderately incomplete
	
Very incomplete
	I
don't know

	Releases to air
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	X
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	Releases to water
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	X
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	Releases to soil
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	X
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	Transfers of waste
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	X
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	Transfers to waste water treatment plants
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	X
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	Diffuse releases to air
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[image: ]
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	X
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	Diffuse releases to water
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	X
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	Releases of pollutants from accidents
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X
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	Production volume of the facility
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X
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	Other issues
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X



Other issues - please specify if other aspects of environmental performance should be covered by the E-PRTR
300 character(s) maximum

14. How do you rate the search capability for information on industrial plant and agricultural operations in the E-PRTR? Do you consider that the following aspects work... ? :
	
	Very well
	Moderately well
	Neither well nor poorly
	Moderately poorly
	Very poorly
	I don't know

	Search by - facility name
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X
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	Search by – industrial activity
	
X
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	Search by - pollutant
	
X
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	Search by – geographical location
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X
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	Other
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If other public information areas, please specify which
300 character(s) maximum

15. Going into sector-specific data in the E-PRTR, how would you rate the usefulness of the E-PRTR with regard to environmental performance data on these (agro)industrial sectors?
	
	
Very satisfactory
	
Moderately satisfactory
	Neither satisfactory nor     unsatisfactory
	
Moderately unsatisfactory
	
Very unsatisfactory
	I
don't know

	Energy – large combustion plants
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X
	

[image: ]
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	Energy – oil refining, gasification and liquefaction, coke ovens
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	X
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	Metals production / processing - iron and steel, other ferrous
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	X
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	Metals production / processing - non-ferrous
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	X
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	Mineral industry processes - cement, lime, magnesium oxide
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	Mineral industry – glass, glass fibre, ceramics
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	X
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	Production of chemicals
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	X
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	Hazardous waste management
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	X
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	Non- hazardous waste management
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	X
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	Waste incineration
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	X
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	Wastewater treatment plants
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	Production of pulp and paper
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	X
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	Textiles manufacturing
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	X
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	Food and drink production
	
[image: ]
	
X
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[image: ]
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	Intensive rearing of poultry or pigs
	
[image: ]
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	X
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	Energy use – medium combustion plants (i.e., via IED, rather than via existing MCP
Directive)
	



[image: ]
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	X
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	Intensive rearing of cattle
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	X
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	Intensive aquaculture (fish or shellfish farming)
	

[image: ]
	

[image: ]
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	X
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	Mining industries
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	Other activities
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X



If other activities, please specify which
300 character(s) maximum

16. Thinking in more detail about the pollutants covered by the E-PRTR:

a) Are there any pollutants that should be removed from the E-PRTR?

b) Are there any pollutants that should be added to the E-PRTR?

c) Are there existing E-PRTR pollutants, or their reporting thresholds, that should be amended? Please specify which
300 character(s) maximum

17. How well does public access to justice function in relation to (agro)industrial activities (e.g., siting of plant, operating permits etc)?
	
	
Very well
	
Moderately well
	Neither well nor poorly
	
Moderately poorly
	
Very poorly
	I
don't know

	Public access to justice in my Member State
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X
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	Public access to justice at the EU level
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X
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	The right to bring a case before a court, or to ask for a judicial review in my Member State, functions…
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X
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	Other related elements
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X


If you refer to other related elements, please specify which
300 character(s) maximum
If you think that other areas of public access to justice need to be addressed or improved with regard to agro-industrial plants, please specify which
300 character(s) maximum

18. In order to reach the objectives listed in the table below, what would be the necessary level of contribution from operators of large (agro)industrial plants? :
	
	
Very high
	
High
	
Moderate
	
Low
	
Very low
	I
don't know

	Progress towards achieving zero pollution (where emissions still occur, but within the carrying capacity – spatially and temporally – of air, water, soil, and ecosystem receptors)
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X
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	Contributing to a Circular Economy
	
[image: ]
	X
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[image: ]
	
[image: ]

	Supporting the transition to climate-neutral EU industry sectors through modernisation and decarbonisation
	
[image: ]
	X
	
[image: ]
	
[image: ]
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	Support innovation and forward-looking uptake of new technologies to facilitate industry’s shift to a climate neutral and circular economy
	

X
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[image: ]
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	Other
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If "other", please specify which
300 character(s) maximum

19. ‘In order to achieve the objectives listed in the table below, what would be the degree of effort needed from Member States’ responsible competent authorities for large (agro)industrial plants? :
	
	
Very high
	
High
	
Moderate
	
Low
	
Very low
	I
don't know

	Progress towards achieving zero pollution (where emissions still occur, but within the carrying capacity – spatially and temporally – of air, water, soil, and ecosystem receptors)
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	Contributing to a circular economy
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	Supporting the transition to climate-neutral EU industry sectors through modernisation and decarbonisation
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	Support innovation and forward-looking uptake of new technologies to facilitate industry’s shift to a climate neutral and circular economy
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	Enhancing coherence with other EU environmental legislation
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	Enhanced coherence with other EU safety- related legislation
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	Simplifying provisions
	
X
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	Other
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If "other", please specify which
300 character(s) maximum

Could the following objectives be achieved by EU Member States alone without intervention at EU level? (i.e. greater use of subsidiarity)
	
	
Strongly agree
	
Moderately agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	
Moderately disagree
	
Strongly disagree
	I
don't know

	Progress towards a zero- pollution ambition
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	X
	
[image: ]
	
[image: ]

	Contribute to a circular economy
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	X
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	EU industry’s competitiveness, resilience and transition to becoming climate- neutral, through modernisation and decarbonisation
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	X
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	Support new technologies and innovation that will facilitate industry’s shift to a climate neutral and circular economy
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X
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	Enhanced coherence and synergies with other EU legislation
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	Simplify provisions
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If "other", please specify which
300 character(s) maximum

20. When reviewing policy options in the IED and E-PRTR, how would you assess the following, in relative importance?
	
	
Very important
	
Relatively important
	
Neutral
	
Relatively unimportant
	
Not important
	I
don't know

	Options that contribute to a zero-pollution ambition for a toxic-free environment
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	Options that support EU industry’s transition to becoming climate-neutral through decarbonisation
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X
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	Options that realise EU industry’s potential contribution to a circular economy
	

X
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	Options that support new technologies and innovation, that will support competiveness and resilience and facilitate industry’s shift to a climate-neutral, clean and circular economy
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X
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	Options that support public access to environmental information
relating to the impacts of industrial emissions; and also
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X
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	Options to ensure a level playing field for companies and consistent regulatory implementation across EU Member States
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	Options that empower public participation in environmental decision making and access to justice.
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	Options that keep the administrative burden on business, and on government administrations, at a low level, but without compromising the effectiveness and efficiency of the EU in meeting its objectives
	



X
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	Other
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If "other", please specify which
300 character(s) maximum

21. In your opinion, when reviewing options for the revision of the IED, what are the main future potential impacts on large (agro)industrial plants that will need to be assessed (max. 500 characters, please) ? :

500 character(s) maximum

22. Following COVID-19, how do you assess the following statements?
	
	
Strongly agree
	
Moderately agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	
Moderately disagree
	
Strongly disagree
	I
don't know

	Revisions to the IED should very strongly contribute to the acceleration of the transition towards a green and digital economic recovery
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	Funding earmarked for the “Green Deal” and for the EU’s transition to a zero-pollution economy by 2050 should not be diverted to continue the “business as usual” trend regarding agro- industrial plants as part of the EU’s response to COVID-19
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	Other
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If "other", please specify which
300 character(s) maximum

23. Whilst maintaining the effectiveness of the IED/EPRTR legislation, would you see any possibilities to reduce costs? :
The decision to review a BREF should be preceded by an assessment on the 4 Key Environmental Issues in the specific (agro-)industrial activity in order to show the potential environmental benefit (or the lack of it)


24. What is your view on the capacity of the IED and EPRTR to ensure a level playing field and fair competition?
Moderate since EU legislation is a minimum requirement where member States can set more stringent ones or allow derogations

Any other comments

Please include any further information that would be useful for the ongoing impact assessments of the Industrial Emissions Directive (IED) or E-PRTR Regulation. In particular, please provide public references to relevant studies, position papers, and case studies or alternatively, please upload relevant documents. If you have already uploaded such a document as part of consultation activities undertaken for the reviews of the IED or the E-PRTR Regulation, please do NOT upload the same document again here.
Only files of the type pdf,txt,doc,docx,odt,rtf are allowed

If you are familiar with the IED and its implementation, or the E-PRTR, please indicate if you are happy to be contacted to participate in targeted consultation activities.
FEAD   , please include me / my organisation in the targeted consultation activities on revision of the IED	 FEAD   , please include me / my organisation in the targeted consultation activities on revision of the E-PRTR 

In particular, if you have any further information that you believe would be useful for this impact assessment, please respond to the subsequent Targeted Stakeholder Survey that will also be conducted for this study. The targeted survey offers the opportunity to provide public references/documents for relevant studies.
On behalf of the DG Environment IED Team, thank you very much for your contribution to this Consultation!
If you have any questions, please contact the European Commission at this dedicated email address: ENV- IED-REVISION@ec.europa.eu
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