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Hello from Brussels. As always, we bring you all the latest news on circular 

economy from Europe and beyond. This week we are bringing you news on the 

Commission's Green Deal Industrial Plan, which has the Critical Raw Materials (CRMs) Act 

at its heart. Ursula von der Leyen wants to transform Europe's industries and FEAD has a 

say in that. Read our feedback here. 

A bold statement by the Swedish Climate and Environment Minister Romina 

Pourmokhtari, who pledged to quit if she's unable to deliver on the country's 

ambitious climate goals. 

  

https://us18.campaign-archive.com/?e=%5bUNIQID%5d&u=e76239bde960cd6c4db2ee5ec&id=4c073e913a
https://fead.be/position/fead-feedback-to-the-call-for-evidence-for-a-critical-raw-materials-act/
https://fead.be/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/FEAD-40th-BROCHURE-updated.pdf
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• Green Deal Industrial Plan: Commission President Ursula von der Leyen unveiled 

on 1 February the Union's Green Deal Industrial Plan to enhance the 

competitiveness of Europe's net-zero industry 
• Critical Raw Materials Act at the Heart of the Proposal to Ensure Access to 

Critical Materials Needed for Key Technologies 
• Renewables: First Commission Call for Renewable Hydrogen Production to be 

Launched in Autumn, According to EC Draft Communication 
• State Aid: EC Aims for Simplified Aid for Renewable Energy Deployment and 

Industrial Decarbonization Through Temporary Crisis and Transition Framework 
• Packaging and Packaging Waste: Commission Hopes for a Resolution Before 

2024 EU Elections 
• Mining Waste: EC Wants to Use Mining Waste, Potential Sources of Rare Earths 

or Cobalt to Boost CRM Domestic Production in the EU 
• EU Emissions Trading System: ENVI Committee to Vote on Provisional 

Agreement on 9 February 
• Ecodesign: EC Releases Draft List of Products for Ecodesign Standards 

Implementation. Top Priorities for Implementation: Sustainability, Recyclability, 

Recycled Content. Prioritisation Based on Environmental Impact and Strategic 

Autonomy 
• Carbon Absorption Certification: Portuguese MEP Lídia Pereira (EPP) will 

present her report in April 
• Renewable Energy Directive (RED): Fourth Trilogue on 7 February, ITRE MEPs 

to be Debriefed by Rapporteur Markus Pieper (EPP) on the 9th. 

https://twitter.com/FEADinfo
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_510


 

• Construction Products Regulation (CPR): Compromise Among Most ENVI 

MEPs for not Exempting Cement from Ecodesign Standards 
• Green Taxonomy: The Implementation of a Delegated Act for the Forestry and 

Agriculture Sectors Under the Green Taxonomy is Uncertain (Contexte) 
• Industrial Emissions Directive (IED): Swedish Presidency Presented on 30 

January the Revision's Agricultural Aspects to Ministers.  

  

  

 

1 March 2023: Parliamentary Dinner in Brussels on EU Waste Legislation, at the 

Residence Palace, co-organised with CEWEP, EURIC, MWE (not open to the public) 

  

   

 

 

MPs “surprised and disappointed” as 

government rejects key plastic waste 

recommendations - Committees - UK 

Parliament: The Environment, Food and 

Rural Affairs Committee has expressed 

surprise and disappointment after the 

government disagreed with key 

recommendations in its report on dealing 

with the growing problem of plastic waste. 

The cross-party MPs’ parliamentary 

scrutiny body conducted an extensive 



inquiry beginning in July 2021. The 

headline recommendation of its report, 

published in November 2022, called for a 

ban on the export of all plastic waste – a 

large amount of which ends up being 

illegally dumped – by the end of 2027. The 

Committee heard that the UK is highly 

reliant on plastic waste exports, sending 

around 60% of the plastic waste it 

generates abroad for processing. Read 

more from the UK government. 
  

The beverage carton industry calls for 

a 90% mandatory collection target: The 

Alliance for Beverage Cartons and the 

Environment (ACE) called on 2 February 

for a 90% target for packaging collection 

by 2035. They believe that favorable 

conditions are needed for large-scale 

recycling of beverage cartons. However, 

the European Commission rejected this 

proposal. The alliance has also proposed 

several other additions to the draft 

packaging regulation presented by the 

Commission. They want packaging for 

certain drinks, such as juice or milk, to be 

exempt from reuse targets. Additionally, 

they are worried about the feasibility of 

using recycled plastic in packaging due to 

its unavailability at a viable economic 

price. As a result, they suggest 

considering bio-based plastic, made from 

https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/52/environment-food-and-rural-affairs-committee/news/175668/mps-surprised-and-disappointed-as-government-rejects-key-plastic-waste-recommendations/


renewable materials, as an equivalent to 

recycled plastic. Read more from ACE. 
Markets for many commonly recycled 

materials struggle in the EU: Europe’s 

ambitions for a circular economy require 

the timely provision of good-quality 

recycled raw materials to manufacturers. 

However, according to a European 

Environment Agency (EEA) assessment 

published today, from the eight most 

common recyclables, only aluminium, 

paper and glass have well-functioning 

secondary markets. Lack of 

standardisation and competition with new 

materials are among the challenges for 

other markets, such as wood and textiles. 

The EEA report ’Investigating Europe′s 

secondary raw material markets’ presents 

a set of criteria to analyse the functioning 

of markets for secondary, recycled raw 

materials. Improving markets for recycled 

raw materials is key to delivering a circular 

economy in the EU, reducing the need to 

extract natural resources and avoiding the 

associated environmental impacts. Read 

more from the EEA. 
  

Sweden’s 27-Year-Old Climate Minister 

Is Ready to Quit If Goals Are 

Missed: The first country in the world to 

set a target of net zero by 2045, Sweden 

is already making plans to go carbon-

negative. And with just over 100 days in 

office, the country’s climate and 

https://www.beveragecarton.eu/news/press-release-the-beverage-carton-industry-calls-for-a-90-mandatory-collection-target/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/markets-for-many-commonly-recycled


 

environment minister has vowed to quit if 

she’s unable to deliver on its bold climate 

goals. “If we see that, for example, I'm not 

able, as the minister of climate and 

environment, to create the change that I 

want to see, I would leave the government 

and my party would leave the 

government,” Romina Pourmokhtari 

said on Bloomberg Green’s Zero 

podcast. Read more by Bloomberg. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/sweden-s-27-year-old-climate-minister-is-ready-to-quit-if-goals-are-missed-1.1878218
https://twitter.com/EU_Commission/status/1620746793586757632
https://twitter.com/TvRicicla/status/1620006455804940288
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